
Frequently Asked Questions:  
1.​ What is the Adopt-a-Bobcat Program? 

The Adopt-a-Bobcat Program at Resurrection University Catholic Church is a ministry of 
hospitality that pairs Montana State students (“Bobcats”) with parish host families or 
married couples. The goal is to create supportive, Christ-centered relationships that help 
students feel at home and deepen the sense of community within our parish. 
 

2.​ What is the purpose of the program? 
●​ Provide students a “home-away-from-home” rooted in Catholic values. 
●​ Build meaningful intergenerational relationships. 
●​ Encourage spiritual growth for both families and students. 
●​ Allow students to witness the sacrament of marriage and learn from couples and 

families.  
●​ Strengthen unity within the parish community. 

 
3.​ How are families and students paired?  

Students and families/married couples fill out an interest form, and the program 
coordinator thoughtfully matches them based on shared interests, availability, and parish 
connections. All pairings include a minimum of two students per family for safety, 
comfort, and community. 
 

4.​ Is the program structured or time-intensive?  
No. The program is intentionally flexible. Each family and student decides what works 
best for them—this could be: 

●​ A meal once a month or a few times during the semester. 
●​ Coffee a few times during the semester.  
●​ Attending parish events together.  
●​ Even meeting only once a semester if needed.  

There are no required schedules, only a mutual commitment to connection.  
 

5.​ What kinds of activities do host families and students usually do together? 
​ Examples include but are not limited to:  

●​ Sharing a meal. 
●​ Go out for coffee. 
●​ Attending Mass or parish gatherings.  
●​ Offering support during finals week.  
●​ Saying a rosary together.  
●​ Doing a divine mercy chaplet.  
●​ Cooking a meal together.  



●​ Going on a walk.  
​ Feel free to be as creative as you would like! 
 

6.​ What if a student wants to bring a friend?  
We understand that it can feel intimidating to go somewhere alone. Students may bring a 
friend, but they should ask permission and communicate with the host family beforehand. 
Families are encouraged to be open to this opportunity for hospitality and evangelization. 
 

7.​ Are the students expected to help cook, set the table, clean up?  
No, students are not expected to do these things as host families are offering hospitality. 
That said, many students will want to help because it makes them feel at home, and they 
desire to help others. Feel free to invite them to help make dinner or set the table, and if 
they offer, feel free to let them participate in whatever way feels natural.  
 

8.​ Will the students have rides?  
Students are generally responsible for their own transportation and since they are paired 
in twos, they often coordinate rides together. If a student does not have means of 
transportation, they will likely be paired with families who have offered transportation. If 
this is not an option, families and students can discuss what’s reasonable - such as 
meeting somewhere walkable or arranging a simple pickup if the family is comfortable.  
 

9.​ Are there eligibility requirements?  
Yes.  

●​ Students must be currently enrolled to participate.  
●​ Students will be paired with at least one other student. 
●​ Students are paired with others of similar ages and majors when possible.  

 
10.​How do the first steps work after being matched? 

●​ Host families/married couples make the first contact with their assigned students 
in a text message group set up by the program coordinator.  

●​ Students and families discuss how often to meet, what activities they’d enjoy, etc.  
●​ Relationships develop at a pace that fits both sides.  

 
11.​How long does the commitment last? 

The program runs for the academic year, but many families and students choose to 
continue their connection naturally beyond that. There is no pressure—just an invitation 
to build community in Christ. 
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