Adopt-a-Bobcat
Program objective:

The objective of the Adopt-a-Bobcat Program at Resurrection University Catholic Church is to
foster Christian fellowship, support, and community by pairing students with parish host families
or married couples. Through this ministry of hospitality, both students and families will
experience encouragement, spiritual companionship, and a deeper participation in the life of the
Church. For students, this may look like the comfort of a “home-away-from-home,” guidance
from caring adults, and participation in parish life. For families, it offers the joy of mentoring,
the opportunity to deepen their own faith through shared prayer and conversation, and the
blessing of forming intergenerational friendships that enrich their household. The program seeks
to:

e Provide students with a supportive “home-away-from-home” rooted in Catholic values.
e Build meaningful intergenerational relationships within the parish community.
e Encourage mutual respect, responsibility, and spiritual growth among participants.

e Strengthen parish unity.

Ultimately, the program aims to create a welcoming and nurturing environment where both
students and host families grow together in faith, virtue, and community life.

Program Logistics:

The Adopt-a-Bobcat program at Resurrection University Catholic Church is designed to be a
flexible ministry of hospitality, allowing families and students to shape their relationship in a
way that best fits their schedules, interests, and needs.

e Pairing: Students who wish to participate will be paired with a host family or couple
from the parish. To encourage fellowship and safety, no fewer than two students will be
paired together with each host family. Pairings will be coordinated by the program
leaders to ensure a good match.

e Flexibility: The program is not rigidly structured. Families and students are encouraged
to prayerfully decide together what their time will look like. For some, this may mean
sharing a meal once a month, while for others it might be gathering once a semester,
praying a rosary together, going out for coffee, attending parish events together, etc.



Communication: Families and students will be encouraged to discuss expectations early
on (preferred frequency of connection, types of activities, would it be okay to bring a
friend from school? etc.), so that both sides feel comfortable and supported.

Faith-Centered Fellowship: While the program is flexible, participants are encouraged
to keep Christ at the center of their relationship—whether through prayer before a meal,
attending Mass together, saying a rosary, praying a chaplet of divine mercy, reading
scripture, discussing the faith, or simply practicing Christian hospitality in their time
together.

Parish Support: The program coordinators will be available throughout the year to
provide guidance, resources, or mediation if needed, while also celebrating the fruits of
the relationships being formed.

The goal is to create space for authentic, faith-filled relationships to form naturally, without
placing heavy time commitments or rigid structures on either families or students.

Living the Program:

Families and students carry out their chosen activities, fostering companionship and
Christian fellowship in their own way.

Ongoing Parish Support

The program coordinators remain available to assist if challenges or questions arise.
Mid-year check-ins may be offered to gather feedback and celebrate how the program is
blessing families and students.

Other key details and notes:

Due to safety reasons and comfortability, a minimum of two students will be paired
together at a time.

Host families/married couples will both sign an agreement clause when they fill out the
interest form.

Grad students will be paired separately from undergraduate students.

Students of similar ages and majors will be paired together.

You are required to be a student to participate.

We don’t want students to ever show up by themselves, so we ask that families be open to
them bringing a friend, if only one student can attend, and we ask that students request
permission and communicate this with their host family upon the possible occasion. (This
can be an opportunity for conversion and break down the wall of nervousness).



e Upon the beginning of pairings, we ask that host families/married couples be the first to
reach out to the student they have been paired with.

We are so excited to see what the Lord does with this program!

REGISTRATION/SIGN UP

Student Registration QR Code and Link:

Link: https://forms.gle/qa255fk1RS53{sjyDA

Family Registration QR Code and Link:

Link: https://forms.gle/pY978Yp7CFQ47M189
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